
A Message from Mary Beth 
 
 
 

Our two short parables from Mark's gospel this week can be rather deceiving 
because they're so short. The first is only four lines long and the second, only 
three. And yet they're important words from Jesus because they're about 
God's Kingdom -- the Kingdom which Jesus brought to us through His 
incarnation on Earth. 
 

Jesus' prime goal in the world was to bring us God's Kingdom, yet these 
parables about the Kingdom seem altogether unremarkable. Not only are they 
brief, but they talk about very common activities, like sowing seeds and 
harvesting the subsequent crop. This was something which was very ordinary, 
indeed, in Jesus' day, as Jewish society was largely agrarian. 
 

But the illustrations Jesus uses are familiar to us, too, in our modern 
technological age because of their connection to nature. Just now, we can see 
crops growing in fields and nature blooming all around us in the June sunshine. 
 

We know that when Jesus spoke in parables, the messages he gave were often 
hidden, even unexpected. So what could Jesus be trying to tell us, in these 
seemingly uninspiring words? 
 

It could have something to do with our own perceptions of God and His 
revelations to us. When we think of our favourite Bible stories, most of us 
remember the BIG stories, often miraculous in nature -- like the parable which 
follows these two, where Jesus calmed a raging storm with just a few words, or 
when God parted the sea to enable the Jews to escape from the pursuing 
Egyptians. 
 

But here we have Jesus speaking of God's Kingdom through the ordinary life 
cycle of nature, the growing of food or the simple growth of a shrub.



Could it be that Jesus is telling us to look for God's Kingdom in our everyday 
world, that we need not expect revelation through great drama? If that's the 
case, then we should seek our God who is always with us, as we go about our 
lives each day, no matter what we're doing. It's through our ordinary lives that 
we can expect God to reveal His Kingdom to us and so draw us closer to 
Him. It can be a gradual process as God fills us with His love while we follow 
our journey of faith. 
 

And when you think of it, that can be more inviting than waiting for a big 
drama. 
 

God bless you all as you seek the Kingdom of glory in your every day world. 
 

Mary-Beth 


