
A Message from Godfrey 
From the beginning of his ministry as told by St. Mark, Jesus has 

been dealing with divided houses and kingdoms. He has cast out 

demons, healed Peter’s mother in law, cleansed a leper and 

caused a paralytic to walk. The houses and kingdoms of these 

people are divided. The strong man has invaded their homes. 

Their lives are not their own. They live with inner conflict and 

turmoil. They have been separated from their community and all 

that gave them security and identity. 
 

That battle and interior conflict has been around since Adam and 

Eve separated themselves from God and hid amongst the trees of 

the garden. It is seen in Israel wanting a king so it can be like all 

the other nations; forgetting that it has a unique calling, that it is 

to be different from other nations, that it is through Israel, the 

people of God, that God will act for the benefit of all people. 
 

This division and inner conflict is a reality of today’s world and 

our lives. We all know what it is like to live divided lives. It seems 

that we are forever trying to put the pieces of our lives together. 

That is why the crowd has gathered around Jesus. That is why the 

religious authorities oppose him. That is why his family try to 

restrain him. 
 

Jesus always stands before us as the image of unity and 

wholeness. He is the stronger one. He does for us that which we 

cannot do for ourselves. He puts our lives and houses back in 

order. Jesus offers a different image of what life might look like. 

He does so by revealing the division in our lives, the houses that 

cannot stand, and the crumbling of our kingdoms.



Even when it is for our own good, with the offer of new life and 

intended for wholeness, that is a hard place to be. It means that 

one way or another change of some sort is coming. Most of us do 

not like that. It can be frightening. 
 

“He has gone out of his mind,” the people say. The religious 

authorities accuse him of allegiance to Beelzebul, the ruler of 

demons. They project onto Jesus their own interior conflict and 

division. They have declared that which is holy, sacred, and 

beautiful to be unclean, dirty, and bereft of God. Their 

accusations say more about themselves than Jesus. Their 

accusations reveal the depth of the conflict and division within 

them. Their accusations are a way of avoiding themselves. 
 

It is hard to look at the division and inner conflict within our lives. 

The beginning of wholeness, however, is acknowledging our 

brokenness. Where is our own house divided? How and to what 

extent have we created conflict and division within our 

relationships. In what ways do we live fragmented lives, parcelling 

out pieces here and there? What is it that shatters your life? 
 

There are all sorts of forces and even people by which our lives 

are broken and through which we are separated from God, others 

and ourselves. Christ is stronger than anything that fragments 

our lives. He binds the forces that divide, heals the wounds that 

separate and refashions pieces into a new whole. There is nothing 

about your life or my life that cannot be put back together by the 

love God in Christ. 
 

Thoughts and prayers 

Godfrey 


