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Friday 3rd December2021 

 

 

Dear St Mary’s Parishioner, 

St Mary's is in an 'in between' phase at the moment – as you know with Godfrey retiring at the end 
of September, we are now in a vacancy, which means we don't have a priest in charge of our parish. 
We have already begun the recruitment process, and so hopefully by this time next year we will 
have a new Rector in place. 
 
2021 has been a year of contrasts. We have gone from our church being totally closed for months 
during lockdown to now being fully open.  
 
In the meantime, we are continuing with many of our activities, including our annual Christmas 
appeal.  
 
We hope you will generously support our appeal, as you have done in the past. St Mary's has fixed 
costs, which we have had to cover whether in lockdown or fully opened. Our income also went down 
because we lost income raised from the hall during the time we were closed. We receive the 
majority of our income from regular donations from our parishioners. If you are not currently a 
planned giver and would like to donate on a regular basis, however small, then please do get in 
touch with our Treasurer Claire Saxton (claz15585@hotmail.com). We can also increase the size of 
your donation by 25% by applying gift aid if you are eligible.  
 
As is our custom each year, we will split the proceeds of our appeal with a charity.  It is part of our 
Christian mission to look beyond the needs of St Mary's and support the worthy work of other 
charitable groups. This year, we have chosen to support the local charity, Oasis. Oasis is a charity 
based in Cobham which works throughout Elmbridge with vulnerable children and their families. 
More information can be found at www.oasischildcare.co.uk.  
 
If you would like to make an online donation, then please use our bank details which are ‘Parochial 

Church Council of Stoke d’Abernon’ as the payee, account number as 34311211 and sort code as 

600603. Please use the reference Christmas Appeal so we can identify the donation.  

Alternatively if you would like to donate by cheque, then please make the cheque payable to 

‘Parochial Church Council of Stoke d’Abernon’ and leave with Polly in the office or Hall postbox. 

Similarly any cash donations should be given to Polly too.  

Gift aid is very valuable to St Mary’s and you are able to increase the value of your donation by 25% 

at no extra cost to you if you are a UK tax payer. If you are donating online, we would be grateful if 

you could email the Treasurer Claire Saxton (claz15585@hotmail.com) with your full name and 

address and the following statement “I wish Gift Aid to be applied to my donation. I am a UK 

taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax than the amount of the 
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Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.” If 

you are donating by cheque or cash then please complete the form overleaf and give it to Polly 

together with your donation.  Christmas blessings, 

 

Claire Saxton 

Treasurer, on behalf of the PCC 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift aid declaration 

Full name ______________________________________________ 

Donation by cheque / cash (circle as appropriate) 

Donation amount ______________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Post code _____________________ 

 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made from the date of this declaration 

and in the past four years. Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and I would like St Mary’s Church, Stoke 

d’Abernon to treat all donations I have made for the four years prior to this tax year, today, and all 

donations I make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations, until I notify you otherwise. 

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 

claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

 

Signed ______________________________________ 

Date ________________________________________ 


