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Introduction
Welcome to November’s Monthly Newsletter. November is a month of looking both
backwards and forwards in the church’s calendar. a time of remembrance and a time of
preparation.
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Food Bank at our Harvest Service (and to
those who continue to make weekly contributions). Together with the offerings from
Parkside School there was a good ‘haul’ for collection on the Monday morning following
the Harvest Service.
If you do not find what you need to know about services and other activities at St Mary’s
within this newsletter please refer to the Parish website.
stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk

Prayer for the Vacancy
God our Father, you have welcomed each one of us in Jesus and called us to be His Body
in this place; Send us you Holy Spirit at this time of uncertainty and change , to fill us with
vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer, that we may be true to our calling to
bring new life to our community. Give your heavenly wisdom to those who are to
choose a new incumbent for this parish, that he or she may be a wise and gentle
shepherd of your people, ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith and to
lead us by example in loving obedience to your son, Jesus.
Amen

Message from Mary-Beth
I think of November as the month of remembrance.

We begin the month with the celebration of All Saints, when we remember and give
thanks for the faithful service of all who've served the Kingdom of Christ, both in the past
and in the present. It's easy to think of saints as encompassing only the most holy of
Christians, but that's not the view of the Church. 'Saints' include everyone who has sought
and served God's Kingdom. In the Church, we celebrate all saints and that includes each
one of us. Perfection isn't expected, so we're all members of the club! All Saints is very
much a celebration of faith.

Then we remember the 'faithful departed' in the celebration of All Souls. This is a more
personal remembrance, when we give thanks for those who were close to us, who
influenced our lives and have left mortal life. All Souls is a time of thanksgiving, too, but
one tinged with sadness when we reflect on our loss.

Next comes the remembrance of sacrifice, when we sing the reverent, moving hymns
of Remembrance Sunday. We give thanks for those who gave their lives in the cause of
peace. It's one of my favourite services of the year because I'm reminded of the precious,
and expensive gift of living in a free, democratic country. It's particularly poignant this year,
with the tragic murder of Sir David Amess, killed while he was serving his constituents. Our
prayers will have new meaning this year.

Our final time of remembrance actually heralds the beginning of Advent, which begins on
30th November. This is when we remember the faithfulness and courage of the Virgin
Mary, who said 'yes' to God when He asked her to bring our Saviour Christ into the world.
In Advent, we journey through a time of soul-searching faith and hope which ends in the
joy of Christmas.

All of these commemorations of remembrance are bound together by the gift of grace,
bestowed by God upon the Church and each one of us individually. Without grace, the
work of the saints, past and present, would be fruitless. And so our work for the Kingdom
would be fruitless, too. What's more, it's through grace that the gift of redemption came
into the world with the birth and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In our prayers this month, we give thanks for the faithful service of saints past and present.
And we're especially grateful for those who once graced our lives. We remember that the
battle for freedom is never fully won and so we pray fervently for peace in today's world.
As Advent begins, we pray with hope and expectation as we begin our preparations for the
coming of Christ. We remember and give thanks for the precious gift of redemption He
brought into the world, through the grace of His Father and our God.

May you find God's abundant grace and redemption in this month of remembrance.

With every blessing,

Mary– Beth

Parish Bible Study
& Prayer Group
Susie Carpenter has volunteered to start a new group at St Mary's with a focus on faith and
prayer during this time of vacancy. The group will begin the first Wednesday of December
with an Advent theme and will run weekly until Christmas. We're calling it
Advent @ St Mary's. Susie explains:
“After our vacancy workshop with Danny a few weeks ago, I was left with a strong calling
for St Mary's. This was the absolute necessity for prayer - that as a Church we need to pray
regularly, on our own, together, in Church etc. And this is especially important during a
time of Vacancy while the church continues to function, and we begin the important task of
finding a new Rector. I have belonged to house groups over the years and have always
enjoyed them. After a time of studying from the Bible, we end up with ten or fifteen
minutes of prayer which is such a wonderful opportunity to share faith and lift our petitions
to God. Within a house group also comes the opportunity to be together and have a great
time of fellowship. With this in mind, I have spoken to a few parishioners about starting a
group at St Mary’s and several have expressed interest. Mary-Beth has agreed to assist and
we have decided to start a group during Advent, a time of year which lends itself
beautifully to meeting informally for study and prayer. I hope you'll consider coming along
to the hall on Wednesday mornings, starting on Dec. 1st. We'll start with coffee at 10am
then move to gentle study at 10:30 and finish with prayers at 11:15. There’s no need to
prepare in advance but you might like to bring your Bibles.
Some people might feel awkward about actively participating in discussions and corporate
prayer. That's not a requirement for joining the group. Passive participation is absolutely
fine and much valued. Joining together to pray as a Church is what this group is all about
and everyone is warmly welcome.”

Church Services
Tuesday 2nd November

All Souls

10.30am Holy Communion with
reading of names
(Rev. Mike Branscombe)

Sunday 7th November

3rd before Advent

10.00am Choral Eucharist
(Father Damien Miles)

Sunday 14th November

Remembrance Sunday 10.50am Remembrance Service
(Rev. Charleen Hollington)
6.00pm Evensong
(Phillip Herbert - LLM)

Sunday 21st November

Christ the King

10.00am Parish Eucharist
(Rev. Moni Babatunde)

Sunday 28th November

Advent Sunday

10.00am Parish Eucharist
(Rev. Mike Branscombe)
6.00pm Choral Evensong for Advent
(Jane Hiley - LLM)

Vacancy Update
On Sunday 3rd October approximately 20 members of the Parish met in the Church Hall
with Danny Wignall, from the Diocesan Mission Enabling Team, for a
Vacancy Vision Workshop. The aim of the afternoon was to reflect on the current
strengths and develop opportunities at St Mary’s. The workshop was key in recognising
the priorities we see for our Church moving forward and also the qualities and skills we are
looking for in our new incumbent.
The afternoon started with a prayer from Danny before an introduction to our task ahead.
This was followed by two activities to help us consider the character and vocation of our
church currently and what we hope to become.
Prior to the workshop all attendees had been asked to complete an on-line questionnaire.
The results of this were shared showing us what we, as a Parish , consider to be important
and how well we are doing.
This was followed by considering our Parish’s future goals. We discussed what we want to
celebrate and then in small groups, we thought about the areas that need particular
attention over the next 3-5 years.
The second part of the workshop focussed, again in our small groups, on what qualities we,
as a Parish, would like to see in our new Rector… his/her character, experience, skills,
leadership style etc.
The results gathered during the afternoon has given our Parish Profile Committee a basis
to work on.
The afternoon finished with a devout and meaningful time of prayer led by Mary-Beth.
Ian and Sue would like to thank everyone who attended the workshop for their interest
and time and encourage other members of the Parish to speak to the attendees about the
process.

The War Memorials Book
By Trevor Pidgeon

This beautiful book we read from on each Remembrance Sunday was written by Trevor
Pidgeon a former member of this Parish. The book gives a brief history of the War
Memorials of Stoke D’Abernon together with individual descriptions of the men and
women whom they commemorate.
The aim of the book is to remind ourselves of the sacrifice of those who died in both the
First and Second World Wars by recounting what we know, however limited, about their
local connections, details of their service and death, and place of burial.
To produce this book Trevor carried out extensive research over many months involving
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the National Archives, the British Library,
the Imperial War Museum, The RAF Museum, the Submarine Museum in Gosport, and the
Surrey History Centre. Additionally, in his research he was helped by a large number of
individuals both in and outside the parish. Trevor visited war cemeteries, and those he
was unable to visit in Egypt, Japan, Italy and Germany, he obtained photographs from the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
The book was published privately in a limited number. The parish has two copies of this
much cherished book of remembrance.
Michael Meurisse

The East Window
(the centre section forms the Memorial to those
who died in the Second World War)
After the Second World War it was proposed that there should be a memorial inside
St. Mary’s Church to those who had lost their lives.
In 1949 Rev. John Waterson arrived as the new Rector in the Parish. He proposed that
the memorial should be placed within the main East Window above and behind the
altar. The new Rector had secured some fine 15th century glass from a Cologne
manufacturer and it was agreed that this should be used for the memorial. The window
was dedicated by Bishop Montgomery Campbell on 23rd July 1951.

Detail of World War 2 Memorial
Section of East Window in
St Mary’s

All photographs reprinted with the permission of
Michael Meurisse

Music at St Mary’s
Date &Time

Service

Sunday 7th November
10.00am

Choral Eucharist

Sunday 28th November
6.00pm

Missa: O quam gloriosam- Victoria
Motet: O quam gloriosam- Victoria

Choral Evensong for Opening Hymn: 32
Advent

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Responses: Ayleward
Psalm: 25, 1-9 (Chant: Gross)
Canticles: Gibbons: Short Service
Anthem: Purcell: Rejoice in the Lord always
Final Hymn: 31
Lo! He comes with clouds descending
Organ Voluntary: Gibbons: Fantasia in
four parts

Robert has gained permission to reproduce a piece of writing, by Guy Hayward (Trustee
and Founder of The Choral Evensong Trust) about the background to the Choral
Evensong. The plan is to print half the article in this leaflet and the remainder in a
subsequent issue.

Choral Evensong is a 45-min long peace-inducing church service in which the song of
voices sounding together in harmony is heard at the even point between the active day
and restful night, allowing listeners time for contemplation – church members, agnostics
and atheists alike. It is both free of charge and free from requirement of religious
commitment, and its 470-year-old choral music tradition – established around 1549 – is
performed live and often to a very high standard, sometimes world class.

A deep history
The origins of Evensong can be found in the services that the man Jesus himself would
have led with his disciples that later evolved into Christian scripture, poetry and doctrine,
at a time when Jews would pray at certain times of day. The service thus has a direct
lineage back to the very beginning of Christianity, and even beyond that to the older
Judaic tradition. Perhaps one of the reasons Evensong is so effective is that packs so
much of this deep history into 45 minutes, in an elegantly simple form

The words
Almost always, Choral Evensong follows the wording of the Book of Common Prayer.
Although the definitive version was published in 1662, it includes much of the original
1549 version, including the translation of the psalms by Myles Coverdale, which precedes
the version in the King James Bible of 1611. Many church services apart from Choral
Evensong are now conducted in modern English. For a directory of churches that use the
Book of Common Prayer in their services, see the website of the Prayer Book Society, which promotes its use and understanding.

English history
As an English language service, Evensong dates back to the time of the Reformation,
using elements of the old monastic Offices of Vespers and Compline. The liturgy (a fixed
set of words and ceremonial features) that the Church uses to this day was laid out
in Archbishop Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer, the first version of which appeared in
1549. The music took shape a few decades later, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, with
great composers like William Byrd and Thomas Tallis developing exquisite polyphonic
choral music specifically for this new service, and in each subsequent generation new
composers have continued to add masterworks of classical choral music to the repertoire
of Evensong. This has inspired a unique 500-year-old unbroken tradition of choir school
foundations across Britain and Ireland that has been responsible for the very high standard of choral singing maintained to this day.
Cranmer created the liturgy of Evensong with the general public in mind, motivated by
the fact that it would condense more services than people could be expected to attend,
into one short service; the people of his day were not well-versed in Scripture; the public
services were in Latin; and they were too elaborate for simple people to follow.

Lunchtime concerts at
St Mary’s, Stoke D’Abernon
1-2pm
Thurs 25th November

Pupils of the Yehudi Menuhin
School

2022
Thurs 27th January

Peter Cigleris & Dina Duisen
Clarinet & Piano recital

Thurs 24th February

Crispian Steele-Perkins (trumpet) and
Oliver Macfarlane (organ)

There is no charge, but please register your intention to join
us at admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk
or call 01932 866005.
A retirement collection will be taken.
For more details of future events please contact St Mary’s
Parish Office on 01932 866005 or visit our website
www.stmarystokedabernon.org.uk

St. Mary’s PCC Members
Mary–Beth Hawrish

-

Associate Minister

Ian Read

-

Churchwarden

Sue Prentice

-

Churchwarden

Claire Saxton

-

Treasurer

Vicky Young

-

Safeguarding Officer

Michael Meurisse

-

Deanery Synod Representative

Julian Ball

-

Ringing Master

Ray Blues
Bill Maloney
Janice Scott
Peter Martin
Polly Zabari (non-elected secretary)

Parish Register
DEATHS:
We offer our heart-felt condolences to the family, friends and members of
this Parish who knew and loved Nicholas Driver.
‘May He Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory’

Posada
St Mary’s will again be holding a Posada to celebrate Christmas.
‘Posada’ (the Spanish word for ‘inn’) is a Christmas activity
during December when models of Mary, Joseph and the donkey
‘travel’ between different households in the community and ‘stay’
for one night.
Posada is a chance to host Mary and Joseph – to make room for Jesus at Christmas time!
It is open to everyone—young and old, and many families find this a lovely way to be
involved in the Christmas story.
On Christmas Eve, the figures are returned to the Church, at the Crib service, as
everyone gets ready to welcome the Christ child once again.
If you are interested in having the Posada for one night during December please let
Polly know as soon as possible .

Parish Notices


If you feel in need of receiving individual spiritual support during the Vacancy
please advise Polly or the Churchwardens and they will endeavour to resource
your needs.



We can now receive donations by text via Donr.com and you can add ‘Gift Aid’ if
you are eligible.
If you text STMARYS to 70580, you will donate £5.00
You can choose to donate an amount between £1 and £20 (other than £5) by
specifying a number in the text message. For example texting STMARYS4 to
75080 would donate £4.00.

P.T.O.



We continue to look for volunteers to help with:



Making coffee for our Mothers and Others Toddler Group
Thursday morning (term time only)



Making and serving coffee after Church on Sundays

Reverse Advent Calendar
Help us get ready to help people this Christmas
Simply add one item each day for the month of November, or consider sharing with list
with your colleagues or friends.
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th

Big strong bag
Box of cereal
Long life milk
Long life juice
Toothpaste
Tinned ham
Cup soup
Tinned fruit
Pasta sauce jar
Instant coffee
Tinned custard
Shampoo
Instant mash

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

14th

Dog food

29th

15th

Tinned tuna

30th

Strong carrier bag
Tinned meat
Tinned carrots
Tinned peas
Toilet roll
Stuffing mix
Tinned potatoes
Laundry detergent
Hot chocolate
Christmas snacks
Gravy granules
Washing up liquid
Small Christmas
pudding/cake
Mince pies
(consider gluten free)
Christmas chocolates

Please bring your donations either to St Mary’s Church on Sundays, or
any weekday morning to the collection point in the
hall.
All Christmas donations should be in by the first
week of December so they can be distributed in time for Christmas.

